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FOSTER CARE | AGING OUT

Her mission: Work to help other foster yout

ROCHELLE RILEY

Jnnnie Hill has a tooth-
ache. A bad one. But she
can't see a dentist. She has
no insurance for it, and the
policy her adoptive parents
had is expired.

Jonnie is, for all intents
and purpose, on her own.
Now 20, Jonnie spent her
first 14 years being shunted
from family member to fami-
ly member, and her next six
in juvenile detention and
foster care. In the past two
years, she became — ready
ornot — a grown-up.

Jonnie earns about $1,100
amonth as anintern for a
foster advocacy organization.
She has turned making ends
meet into an art form. But,
after taxes, $600 rent, $50
life and renter’s insurance,
$160 phone bill, $80 cable bill,
$280 for fill-ups and oil
changes for her '87 Cadillac
DeVille, and buying clothes,
shoes and other necessities
for Tania, her peppy 4-year-
old daughter, Jonnie does not
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have $800 for a root eanal.
Her struggle is the same
as that facing many Ameri-
cans, many Michiganders.
But Jonnie has an added
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